SAVE THIS PAPER!  







IMPORTANT!

RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT – GRADE 8
Written Expression and Social Studies Expectations

ASSIGNMENT:  Your assignment is to write a research paper about any social studies topic from 1900 to the present.  Your topic must be approved by your ILA teacher, and no topic may be duplicated within the same  class.  
You will be responsible for the entire writing process which includes research, creating source and note cards, creating a thesis statement, creating an outline and the final paper. 
BASIC FINAL PAPER REQUIREMENTS:

· Your final paper must be three- four pages in length, typed, and no longer than five pages.

· Your paper must be typed according to MLA guidelines

· Use only 12 point Times New Roman Font

· Use standard one-inch margins, and do not put extra spacing between paragraphs

· Use at least five sources, two of which must be print sources (a book, magazine, or encyclopedia rather than an on-line source).

· Include a title page in the format explained by your ILA teacher.

· List your sources on a separate works-cited (bibliography) page, stapled to the end of your paper.  You should follow Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines for your works-cited page, as explained in ILA class.  Refer to pages 385, 396, and 403-404 in your Write Source textbook for guidance.

· Use in-text citations to indicate the sources of your information, as explained in ILA class (see p. 396, Write Source).  Each of your sources needs at least one in–text citation within the body of your paper.

BEFORE YOU TURN IN YOUR FINAL PAPER, MAKE SURE YOU DID THE FOLLOWING:

· Follow the directions of your ILA teacher in completing each step of this assignment:  note cards, outline, first draft, and final copy with title page and works-cited page (bibliography).
· Write a strong introduction with thesis, a “hook”, and it previews what your paper will discuss. 
· Write a well-organized paper that is three to four typed pages in length, double-spaced (not including the outline, title page, or works-cited page).  
· Organize your thoughts into unified paragraphs that have clear topic sentences; organization will be a major component of your grade.

· Be sure that all writing is in your own words unless you are using a direct quotation.  Plagiarism will result in a failing grade!
· Write a strong conclusion that restates your thesis, summarizes your main points, has an interesting closing statement.  
Important Due Dates

1.  Topic approved by ILA teacher




Fri., 2/20/2015
2.  Note cards due to ILA teacher (graded)



Wed.  3/4/2015
3.  Outline due to ILA teacher (graded)



Thurs., 3/12/2015
4.  First draft due to ILA teacher




Wed., 3/25/2015
5.  Final paper, including works-cited page, due
(graded)
Fri., 4/10/2015
WHAT WILL I BE GRADED ON?

Note:  Your note cards, outline, and final paper will each receive a written expression grade and grammar grade.  Upon completion of your written report, you will be expected to give a short oral presentation about your topic in ILA class.  
